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receives {rom parabolic representations. Awore | closed. ‘He candidly acknowledged that the 
careful persual however of this paratile and those | who showed mercy’ was indeed neighbor to him 
which precede it, has convinced us that such an who feil among theives. 

interpretation is inadmissible, and that we must | The mind of the reader will now be ready to 
look for its fulfillment, notin a future state oi! appreciate a remark which we have to make on 
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See se serene} 
From the Expositor and Review. 
Nature use and Interpretation of Parables. 

The prominent place which parables occupy 
in the Old and the New Testament, renders it a 
matter of importance that we should have a prop- 
er Conception of their nature and use; that we 
may be able; on the one hand, to give them a 
just application, and guarded, on the other hand, 
against perverting them by attaching to them 
unmeaning spiritualities. 

The word parable is derived from two Greek 
words which signify to ‘cast or place near to- 
gether.’ According then to its strict etymology, 
we should infer that itsimply denotes a compari- 
son, the bringing together of two objects, as mu- 
tually illustrative of each other, that by inspec- 
tion of their respective similarities and relations, 
w@ may fobtain a more accurate idea of the 
truth’ which they are designed to convey. It 
may be welb'to present to the reader an instance, 
as an exemplification ofthis remark. Our Sa- 
viour in the 24th chapter of Matthew, instructing 
his disciples on ie ga of his comming,’ de- 
finesits speedy appr btn féllowing lan- 
guage: ‘Now learn a par of the fig-tree ; 
when his branch is yet tender and. putteth forth 
laaves, we kycw thatthe summes is ones £0 
likewise ye, when ye shail see ail these Things, 
know that it is near, even at the doors.’ Were 
we observe the clear light in which this parable 
places the time of this advent. Near and far are 
relative terms; an event may be more or less re- 
mote according to the idea which is near er far 
distant ; but no coubt can exist of its speedy ar- 
rival, when it is indicated by a similitude whick 
predicates the approach of semmer by the actu- 
al presence of the spring, in the ‘putting forth of 
the leaves.’ 





then ia being. This parable, therefiste, insted importance. Incommenting on parables or si- 
of being doctrinal, as far as we are concerned | nilitudes, especial care should be taken, to dis- 
with it, is strictly Azstorical. | cover the ofject and design, together with those 

The use of parables or moral fictions in eon-/| prominent and leading circumstances by which 
veying lessons of instruction has wbtained more | the author illustrates this subject. In this re- 
or less in all natioris ; but it was peculiarly char- | spect, it bears affinity to a fable. In reading a 
acteristic of the Asiatics. 'They indulged in al-| fable, we look fur the moral; so in a parable we 
legories, fables and similitudes; and the remark | should consider the great object it had in view. 
has been made with great probability of truth | Thereis no parable which will admit of being 
thatthey could scarcely express a sentiment, | ‘broken to pieces,’ and each separate part mado 
without clothing it with metaphor. It has been} to apply to the subject; but it is tobe taken as 
suggested as a reason for this prevailing custom | whole, and the general likeness to be consider- 
that this mode of speech éwdle its origin to the | ed, and not the exact resemblance of each par- 
tyrannic and despotic character of the govern-| ticular feature. Want of atiention to this most 
ments of oriental nations. When a feo are | reasonable and salutary course has produced ma- 
| clothed with absolute authority and the rest of; ay silly and inconsistent speculations. Attempts 
|the community are degraded to the character of | have been made to find a perfect resemblance in 
slaves, it would be hazardous to use much “plain- all the parts between the two objeets which were 
nessof speech.’ Rebuke, censure or reproof; if| brought together, and it has not unfrequently 
administered at all, must be done in the most | bappened, that by this nice attention to the min- 
delicate and unobtrusive manner; and parables | ute, the general design has been overlooked. 
were considered as the most unexceptionable|Fhe rue given by Maimonides in his Moreh 
method in which the unwelcome truth could be | Vevochim is exactly to our purpose: “Fix it as 
told. One signal advantage in the use of para-|@ principle (says he) to attach yourself to the 
bolic language is, in obtaining from tiose to | grand objeet of the parable, without attempting 
whom it is addressed an unpremeditated absent to| to make a particular application of. all the cir- 
its correctness, by overlooking its immediate |cumstances and terms which it comprehends-’ 
application to themselves. By this means they | This is the judicious remark of a Jewish Rabbi, 
give a verdict against themselves, and thus ab-| aman weil calculated to give a correct opinion. 
solve the speaker from performing that iipleas-} From the preceding observatic ns, we shall see 
ant and often dangerous task. ; 


We “hwvasmtiry ; the propriety of ee great cautiormin ‘buil- 
es é 





dastancoy-of this, “Doth in profane coG sacred ding upon parabels:’ ‘Théy are always more or 
history. When Meninius Agrippa, “a arias ; less figurative, and what may appear plein te 
Rowan general and consul, was deputed by the | one mind may be indistmet-to apathée. In this 
Senate to Appease a dangerous tumult and insur- ; respect, there is a strong analogy between our 
rection of the people, he effected his purpose by mental and physical faculties. That which strikee 
relating the memorable fable or parable of the |the visual organs of one man as a correct res 
‘belly and its members.’ The disaffected popu-| semblance, has no such effect on the sight of 
lace were instructed from this ingenious fable anether. To insist, therefore, on certain doc- 
that, as the refusal of the members to supply the | trines, and to require faith inthem, when they 
wants of the belly, would only eventuate in their | have no other authority for their stpport than a 
own ruin, so’wou'd the refusal of the people to| parable, would be as inconsistent, as to require 








The common deffinition which has been at- 
tached to the word parable, is, ‘a comparison or } 
similitude in which one thing is compared with 
another, especia/ly spiritual things with natural, 
by which means these spiritualthings are better 
understood and make deeper impression on the 
attentive mind.’ This deffinition has. teen very 
generally adopted by biblical commentatcrs and 
lexicographers, as correct. There is no objec- 
tion to it, unless it exists in the expression ‘espe- 
eially spiritual things.’ Ifby ‘spiritual things,’ 
doctrinal teachings are signified, we ere strong- 
ly opposed toits use, because we feel assured 
that doctrines ought not be sought for in parables, 
and we are not less persuaded in our minds 
that much confusion and error have arisen from 
this method of scriptural interpretation. As an 
instance of this latter remark, we will refer the 
reader to the well known parable of the ‘sheep 
and the goats,’ as recorded in the 25th chapter 
of Matthew. Itis unne ‘essary to say how of- 


ten this parable has been adduced for the purpose 
of teaching the doctrine of a ‘final judgment,’ 


and a ‘last judgment.’ In this belief we, have 
been ‘indoctrinated,’ from our earliest years ; and 


it may not be foreign to our purpose, simply to 
remark in passing, that a judgment in another 





state of being exists only in the countenance it 


obey the laws of their country and support the} © man to confess a likeness in the features of a 
goverament which protected them, only bring on third person, when no such resemblance struck 
them irreparable destruction, since they as much | him. 
depended fortheir security on the government, We consider it important to make another re- 
as that government did on them for its sup-| mark. A parable may be very plain at one time 
port. and to a particular people, whica can have no 
In sacred history one ofthe most pointed par-| application ata future period or to a people dif- 
ables on record is that delivered by the prophet] fferentiy circumstanced. ‘This is no doubt the 
Nathan to David, concerning the ‘poor than’s | vase with many, perhaps we might say mest, of 
ewe lamb.” Ming David, unconscjous of the ap-| our Saviour’s parabels. It is therefore the ba 
plication which would be made of it, can scarce-j|sineess of the biblical student to pay special at- 
ly restrain his resentment till ‘the tale is told,’} tention to ‘the particular people or individuals to 
and when it is brought to a close he exclaims|whom he addressed bis parables, as well to 
with vehement indignation, ‘As the Lord liveth, | the éome and circumstances under which they were 
the man that has done this thing, shall surely die, | uttered. C. F. L. F. 
and he shall restore the lamb fourfold, because 
he did this thing and because he had no pity.’| I:.tustratiens.—The rule which our corres 
Here David had unconsciously passed sentence pondent hashere laid down, to interpret para- 
against himself, and his unpremeditated excla-| bles in the gross rather than in minute detail, is 
mation pointed out the just 1eprehension to which | so importantand yet so imperfectly understood, 
he was amenable. that it may be useful to subjoin the following il- 
In the New Testament the sentiment of uni-|lustrations. They are taken for the most part 
versal philanthropy is beautifully illustrated in| from ‘Storr’s Dissertation on the Parables ef 
the parable of the good Samarian ; and he who} Christ,’ translated and published in a volume ef 
enquired of Christ, who is my neighber ? finds | ‘Essays and Dissertations on Biblical Literature, 


; * ath: ; ” in New York. 1829. 
no difficulty in answering this question (which he|by a Society of Clergymen, in - 1829. 
had ream as justifying the neglect of impar-| Since most of the parables in the Scriptures 








teal benevolence) when the Saviour’s parable is! have the form of narratives or brief stories, it o- 















































ay Lat a 
370 Watchman, Repository and Chroniclic. 3 F. ‘ 
— ame nen ST — ——e 
‘en happens, as in the case of fables generally, |représented by only one. Ju both parables, the | the bridegroom at hand. Aud it was also neces- ~qhe 
— certain a es introduced for no number has nothing to do with What may be sary to suppose the wise virgins to have slept as BR nifive 
at ler purpose than to comp ete the narrative, or | called the moral of the fable ; it was a matter of well as the others, lest they should be accused of Hips the 
to give it interest, but without any reference |mere convenience, teste or accident. Jn the] cruelty in neglecting to give .their companions * the si 
whatsoever to the subject intended to be set forth | parable of the leaven, again, the narrative: be-| seasonable warning of the datiger, which, if) * tion 
by the parable. For example, in the parables by | comes much more neat aud probable, by its*spe- | awake, they must have known. Ag:in, in the, /#: Lof th 
which: the kingdom of heaven is likened to a grain | cifying the particular number of three measures parable by which the kingdom of heaven is lie | peek 
of mustard seed, and to leaven hid in meal, it | of the meal, since some definite quantity must kened to a treasure hid ina field,8 it is nat ree , | "from 
was uot necessary, 80 far as regards the instruc | have been employed in any real occurrence of} quisite to attempt any application of the idea of the 
ton conveyed, to mention the man who sowed the | that kinds although there is no discaverable re-| concealment which ruws through it, and to seek Dis: 
seed, and the woman who hid the Jeaven. We | lation between the object of the prrable and the | some sense in which the relation ef Christ was 
find them however introduced, but merely to|sumber three. For similar reasons, we need | to be kept a secret. This representation was w 
give an air of reality to the narratives, by exhib- | not attach any special importance to the men- necessary 1o the peculiar tenor of the narrative, this 
iting as it were individual examples of what tion of three -yeats in the parable ofthe barren | since it would have been folly ‘to purchase a it} 
might have been described in a more general |fig-tree, which represented the nation of the| field on account of at.easure it contained. while ye 
. . n . ‘ wXty : 
and therefore feeble manner: ‘The kingdom Jews, ‘A certain man had a fig-tree planted in a| that very treasure was | ft exposed and liable to * 
of heaven is like toa grain of mustard seed whieh | vineyard ; aud he came and sought fruit thereon, | be removed ; but the object, and the only object, / ous 
a man took and sowed in his field; which in-|and found none. Then said neanto the dresser | of the parable was to texeh the disciples the pro- ‘ 
deed is the least of all seeds, but when itis grown | of this vineyard, Behold these three years come priety of parting with ali they held dear, in or- ‘ the 
it is the greatest among herbs, and becometh a|I, seeking fruit on this fig-tree, and find none ;| der to possess the riches of the gospel. de 
tree, so that the birds of the air come and lodge | cut it down, why cumbereth it the ground 2 , : % i 
sap bp tinwatiwedpe eile and lodge real Whitthe ground? And! Let these instances suffice for examples in Bi 
in the branches thereof... , The kingdom af | he angering, said unto him, Lord, let it alone} whieh no upplication is to be sought of many off 
heaven is like unto leaven, which a woman took | this year also, till I shall dig about it and dung it, | the piit-culars in a parable. It should be ub It 
and hidin three measures of meal till the whole | end if it bear fruit, well ; and if nor, then after | served, however, before we close, that even wi 
was leavened-’1 Here it is evident that the man, | that thou shalt cut it down.6 11 dues indeed so | when they are significant it sometimes happens w 
the woman, and the birds of the air, go to ccn- | happen that Christ preached among the Jews | that they are directly opposed in the most im- tt 


stitute merely the frame work, not the significant 
emblems, of the parable ; and that the only fact 


meant to be taught, is that the kingdom of heav- 


en, though very small in its commencement, 
would spread abroad and diffuse itself through the 
whole mass. In the parable of Dives and Laz- 
arus,2 the narative is rendered much more defi- 


nite and consequently much more striking, by 


the rich man mentioning a certain number of 


brothers, ‘my five brethren.’ Had he been rep- 
rezented as speaking of them in a general way, 
asif he were ignorant or thoughtless of their 
number, the meaning of the parable would in- 


deed have suffered no loss, but it would have im- 


pared the interest of the parable itself, since it 
would have been less strongly characteristic of 
nature. Here, it wouid be absurd therefore to 
ecek an application of the number five,to the sub- 
ject signified. As it best suited the style of nar- 


rative to speak ofa deffinite number, all that 


was needful was to fix on some certain number, 
not in itself incredible; and in doing this, iv 
mattered not whether five or any other number, 
say four, was selected. Nor is it certain that 
even the mention of his brethren is to be taken 


into view at all in the application ot the parable, 
since it seems tohave been introduced merely 
to give occasion for the instructive answer. ‘If 
they hear not Moses and the prophets, neither 
will they be persuaded though one rose from 
the dead.’ 

The remarks we have just made may be ap- 
plied to the use of the number ten in the para- 
ble of the ten servants to whom their lord deliv- 
ered ten pounds for improvement til! his return,3 
and also in the parable of the virgins.4 A par- 
ticular number, it seems a favorite one, was 
specified in tiese cases, because that in all sim- 
lar occurrences in actual life the number of the 
persons concerned is of course definite, and it 
was desirable in a fictitious narrative to preserve 
as far as convenient the appearance of reality. 
Tn stating the number of the servants, therefore, 
and likewise of the virgins, our Lord cannot be 
thouglit to have had any reference to corespon- 
ding particulars in the subjects signified by the 
respective parables. He probably took the first 
which occurred to him, or that which the nature 
of the supposed case happened to suggest. And 
asthe virgins in the latter parable were to be 
distinguished into two sorts, the whole number, 
ten, was divided into two small parts. These he 
made equal, five and five : because perhaps this 
method of division is the most simple and natur- 
al of all, not because he meant to intimate that 
the number of watchful Christians and of care- 
less would be equal. Indeed, in the parable of 
the tulents,5 which immediately follows that of 
the ten virgins, the faithful believers are signi- 
fied ky two servants, while the unfaithful are 





1Matt. xiii. $1, &c, 
ZLuke xvi, 19, &e. 
SLuke xix, 2, &e. 
4Matt. xxv. }, &e. 


for the space gf three years ; but there is proba- 
bly no allusion to this circumstance, since they 


were aflerwards indulged with a much longer 
opportunity of hearing the gozpel and of bring- 
ing forth the fruits required. Nor does it seem 
that we are to seek, in the application of the 


parable for acy hing corresponding to the dres- 


ser ofthe vineyagd and the dialogue between him 
and the owner: faPit is more natural to regard 


these as introduc to enliven the narrative. 
The whole ap, ears rather t> have éonseved to 
the Jews, to whom it was addressed, this gen- 
eral admenition : that God, who for a long time 


had diseovered iy them no fruits worthy of the 


excellent i: stractions they had received, would 
yet grant them a period, shert indeed, but «is- 
tinguished with the means and opportunities of 
improvement; after the expiration of which, 
certain destruction would befall their country, 


unless prevented by a general amendment, 


Inthe parable of the wheat and tares,7 we 
find several particulars which may have no ref- 
erence to the subject signified, being inserted 
merely to fill out the plan of the narrative, and 
to give it the air of probability. The tares are 
said te tinve been sown while men slept, that is, 
in the night ; because this was the season which 
an enefiy would be most likely to choose for 
such a purpose, at the same time that it natural- 
ly accounted for the mischiet having been done 
without the knowledge of the master’s servants. 
itcannot have been intended to denote any time 


of speci»! languor and éarelessness in the chureh,if 


the parable, referred, asis probable, to che state 
of things which was to close with the destruction 
of Jerusalem, for it does not appear that there was 
such a declension in that age. Nor does Christ, 
in the explanation which be subjomed to the para- 
able, make any application of this particular.— 
There is probably no application to be made of it, 
nor of the surprise manifested by the servants on 
discovering tne tares, nor of their hesitation with 
regard to the course they ought to pursue. The 
same may be said of the sleeping, mentioned in 
the account of the ten virgins,on which the e- 
vent of that parable is made toturn. Their slum- 
ber is nottreated as a fault on the part of the 
wise virgins, but seems introduced merely from 
its being needssary to the consistency of the 
narative. The plan of tne parable required that 
the cause why the foolish virgins were exclu- 
ded, should be, their neglect to provide them- 
selves with oil. ‘They would have escaped the 
catastrophe, had they perceived the approach- 
ing extinction of their lamps before the oil was 
quite exhausted. Ifthe bridegruom had come 
early, the oil that yet remained would t ave been 
sufficient for their purpose, or if his coming had 
been timely known, there would have been an 
opportunity of procuring a fresh supply. It 
was thereSore necessary to represent them as 
having perceived the extinction of their lamps 
only when the oil was already exhausted and 





6Luke xiii. 6, &e. 

















SMats. xxv. 14, &e. 


7Matt. xiii. 24, &ex 


portant respects to the subjects which they are. 


actually meant to denote, Jn the parable of the 


unrighteous judge, there 1s no resemblance, ex- 
cept in the single point of office, between him 
and Deity, whom he s‘ill represents; and it is 
ouly when the account of him is taken as a 


whole that it conveys the purport intended: 


‘And he spike a parable unt» them to this end, | 
that men ought always to pray and not to fuint; | 
saving, There was in a city a judge, who feared 
net Ged nor regarded man. And there was a 
widew in that city, and she- came unto him, 
siying, Avenge me of my adversary, And he 


would not fora while; but afterwards he said 
within himself, Though [ fear not God nor ree 
gard man, yet because this widow troubleth me, 
I wil. avenge her, lest by her continual coming 
she weary me. And the Lord said, Hear what 


the unjust judge saith; and shall not God a» 


venge his own elect which ery might and day 
unto him 19 Accordingly, the force of the par- 
able, taken as a whole, is this: that since even 
anunjust judge, when wearied with continued 
entreaties for justice, will deliver the innocent 
from injury, we may expect with far greater rea- 
son, that the ppetectly just judg of all will grant 
the constaut prayers of men wham he {ews 
how. long suever their rehef be delayed. It is 
well Known that the parable of the unjust stew- 
ard10 affords another instance of the most. stri- 
king dissimilarity between the figure in detail, 
and the instruction conveyed: so great an ip- 
congruity indeed that the meaning of the whole 
passage is considerably obscured. In the para- 
bles of the lost sheep and lost piece of silver,1) 
which were spoken iu answer to the murmurs 
of the scribes and Pharisees, it is plain enough 
from the context and occasionthat these proud ' 
and wicked bigots were meaut to be represen 
ted by the sheep that never strayed, and the 
pieces of silver which were never lost, although 
none had strayed farther than they, and none 
were more properly lost. Here, however, it 
is probable that our Lord designed to take them 
on their own ground, admitting them to be truly 
as righteous as they thought themselves, and 
then to show them, even on this supposition, 
the propri-ty of seeking and restoring the pub- 
licans and sinners, who were regarded on all 
hands as wanderers lost in transgression, Sim- 
ilar remarks may be mace of the parable of the 
prodigal son, which immediately succeeds. 

To conclude: all the minor discrepancies be- 
tween the natrative and the subject signified, 
will occasion less difficulty to the reader, if he 
carefully attend to the fact, that the chief reason 
why parables are useful, is, that they do not so 
immediately present to notice the thing itself 
which is aimed at, but first prove, with reference 
to some other case, the general principle inten-. 
ded to,be applied to the persons concerned. Aas 





8Matt. xiii. 44. 
9Luke xviii. 1, &c. 
10Luke xvi 1, &c. 




















llLuke xy. 1, &c. { 
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» tion will be no great bindrance tothe discovery 
}e-ofthe meaning, if we are only aware of it, and 


Watchman, Repository and Chronicle 


378 











the thing narrated is distinct from the thing sig- 
_-nified, some particulars may be required to make 
the narrative perfec!, which are unnegessary in 


* the signification. The existence of this distine- 


feck to arrive at the signification not so much 
from particular parts of the narrative, as ers 
the whole taken with its context, See Storr's 
Dissertation, Se. § xv—xix. H. B. 2d. 


““Late#l news from Three world.” 
We have made, already, pretty copious extracts from 
this work, but we cannot forbear togratify our readers 


with a few more, as we doubt not they will be as much 


gratified as we have been. 


In the letter to Mr. Todd we find the following humor- 
ous paragraph. 

“I was much diverted, Sir, when you conveyed 
the innumerable host of liars,thieves,robbers,mur- 


derers, &c, to the world of glory, and éeyond it. 


Something like the following: 

‘What do sinners want to go to heaven for? 
It is foolish to wish to go, unless they know 
what itis for! They cannot carry their farms, 
work-shops, nor merchandize ; and if they could, 
there would be no use for them in heaven.— 


They don’t wish to go there to associate with 


God, or Christ, or angels and saints ; for they 
could not bear their company on earth. Nei- 
ther could the host ofthe redeemed, who have 
come out of great tribulation and washed their 
robes and made them white in the blood of the 


Lamb, consent to mingle with the more numer- 


ous company of ‘the ungodly, who have scoffed 


at religion and wallowed in the filth and mire of 
debauchery and crime. If two cannot walk to- 
gether on earth, unless they are agreed, how 
much less could they in heaven ?—But suppose 


the wicked are allowed to'go to the world of 


glory! Come, let the abominable army of the 
wicked—infidels, liars, thieves, robbers, drunk- 
ards, murderers and all, ascend in company ! 
Unfold your pearly gates on golden hinges, ye 

ious heavens, and let them enter! There! 


there they go! they ascend—-they enter the 


world of glory! The celestial hosts divide to 
the right and left!—But for what? to weleome 
them to the regions of light and the society of 
the redeemed? Not but to let them pass through 
to some dark corner of God’s universe, and 


“hide themseloes in guilt and ar !’"—Quite ac- 
commodating, thougi:t I; and [beking abont me, 
I perceived the countenances of the would-be- 
saints were lighting up with something like a 
smile. They appeared to be quite pleased that 
‘the saints triumphant’ had escaped, though 
narrowly, the pollutions of sinners ; and that the 
dear creatures whom they and their God are so 
anzious to save, were not detained at all in heav- 
en, but allowed to continue the rapidity of their 
flight, till they reached the ‘dark corner,’ on the 
other side of the kingdom! My first impression 
was, that my fellow-christians were rather hard 
hearted in smiling that poor sinners had sped 
their way through the broad empire of God 
above, and landed afar off, on the dark nock of 
dispair. Buta second thought corrected the 
error. They probably remembered the rever- 
end sayings of Mr. Albro and others, that ‘heav- 
en would be the worst place,’ ‘the direst and hot- 
test hell iv the universe for sinners!’ Of course, 
they exercised ‘disinterested benevolence’ in re- 
joicing that they were not arrested in their ca- 
reer by a phalanx of saints and angels, and 
compelled to remain in that fire of sevenfold 
vengeance ;—and I smiled, too! But, brother 
Todd, hoisted the wretches upward and onward, 
and the celestial hos's let them puss through, 
for the same reason that Dr. Beecher said, ‘God 
would shut them out of heaven,’ viz. lest, by 
saving too many, it would mar the joys of the 
place!’ Saints of your communion, do not wish 
to be overrun with company. They have no no- 
tion of condescending, like the despised Naza- 
rene,to eat and drink with publicans and sinners. 
They associate with the elect party, only. Those 
who are, tobe sure, when they pray, ‘poor, blind, 
miserable sinners;’ but in a moment afterward, 
renewed saints, and gems of the first water.” 





| 





“But for myself, Sir, 1 hardly knew what to |they might never have another chance to se- 


tered limbs, and making preparations for ane! 
other assault onthe passions of the ‘audience, 
That you were a son of lightninginstead of thun- 
der, was evident from the corruseations of fire 
aud brimstone which came blazing from. your 
lips,—more terrific than broad rivers of boiling 


lava, As yours is emphatically the eloquence of 


wrath, I expected you would next surprise the 


timid with a vuleanic eruption from the nether 
hell. But in that, you entirely failed! You 
had represented hearen as being so much worse 
than the old-fashioned hell, that what you said in 


reference to the latter place, came like the pat- 


tering of small hail-stones after a storm of bel- 


lowing thunders. All the anzious souls were as 
still and quiet as the young brood, when protec- 
ted by pinions of safety. That you are a won- 
derful man, is cheerfully conceded. You cre- 


ate imaginary worlds with the movement of the 


lips; you smite them, and they dissolve in smoke. 


You command, and the miseries of the damned 
are suspended; they are transported in a bal- 
loon to heaven, while saints in fluttering robes of 
cherub-whiteness, divide in stately columns to 
let them puss to some dark corner of the uni- 


verse, where you hide myriads in despair be- 
neath the sole of your foot! Without dropping 


a tear over their embryo miseries, or tempering 
their sate in the soft fountain of pity! Asthough 
standing astride the ocean, witli one foot on the 
Andes and the other on the Atlas, you gaze with 


eyes of tearless melancholy; unable either to 


weep or to exult at the damning prospect out- 
spread before you. Can you not say with Sav- 
RIN, ‘I sink, I sink, under the awful weight of 
my subject ;—and I declare, when Isee my re- 
lations, my friends, the people of my charge, 


this whole congregation; when I think that i, 


that you, that we are all threatened with these 
torments ; when I see—the least evidence, though 
it be only presumptive of my future misery, yet 
I find in the thought a mortal poison, which diffu- 
ses itself into every period of my life, rendering 
society tiresome, nourishment insipid, pleasure 
disgustful, und life itself a cruel bitter. 1 cease 
to wonder that the rear of nett hath made 
some mad and others melancholy!’ Abandon 


then the mortal poison of endless hell-torments, 
and embrace that glorious gospel which produ- 


ces in the believing heart, joy unspeakable and 
fulness of glory.” pp. 3-86, 
The following is addressed to Mr. Brown. 

*‘Such horrid descriptions are given of God 
and his law, that credulous, timid souls are 
more alarmed in being told that God’s spirit is 
present, thanthey would be to encounter a 
host of Salem witches; and a legion of evil de- 
mons! It was obviously so at the late mee- 
ting. The announcement of the Divine pres- 
ence, excited crushing awe and thrilling fear. 
The fearful souls who went to the anxious mee- 
ling, were first threatened before the whole 
| congregation, with the wrath of God in hell 
forever, ifthey did not go without delay! They 
were told by Mr. Chickering that ‘that mo- 
ment was probably the turning point of their 
souls’ salvation.’ ‘I saw them enter the cham- 
ber of salvation or damnation, as the case 
might be, with apparent reluctance that they 
would approach a tomb, notorious for chatter- 
ing ghosts and grissly apparitions! Young 
maidens and weeping children, pale with fear, 
sat and stood about the room, mute as the in- 
mates of the sepulchre. Not a word escaped 
their trembling lips! All was whist as the 
mansions of death, except now and then a cau- 
tious movement or a suppressed sigh, as though 
the sexton had made some premature inter- 
ments: when ‘the angel of the church’ at Bol- 
ton, told them that they were in the presence 
of the great God, whose love and anger they 
must share forever! 

He said it was an awful place! and his young 
friends were placed in a new and perilous sit- 
uation! the eye of an offen'ed and angry Gad, 
looking right into every sinful heart! That 


their immortal welfare or wo depended on the 
choice they were making that very moment. 








If they submitted, well: but if they refused, 


make of you, as you were collecting youf® scat-| cure the salvation ofthe soul but be given over 


and cast into hell, where the worm never dies 


and the fire shall never be quenched, &c.; and 
much more of the same monstrous description. 
His prayer was from the same web. And 
what rendered the performance worst of all, 
was, Mr. Chickering acknowledged that he did 
not know as he was converted! He hoped he 


had met with a saving change, but did not dare 


say he had for certainty; as the heart was 90 
deceitful and desperately wicked, that he was 
liable, like others, to indule a false hope ! And 
yet this very man, who did not pretend to 
know whether he had been brought from dark- 


ness to light, from death to life,from sin to ho- 


liness, or from the service of Satan to the ser- 


vice of the Lord—this man, I say, was leading 
the lambs of the fleck—he knew not where! 
Yes,his inexperienced tongue was accelerating 
the slaughter of youthful loveliness and the 


soft smiles of innocence, and presenting ia 


their stead, a spectral group of young faces all 


bathed in briny tears!—Mr. Fisher was more 
mild and rational;still, even he was not prepar- 
ed to fan their fainting souls with consolation; 


saying, 
‘His own soft hand shall wipe the tears 
From every weeping eye ; 
And pains, and groans, and griefs, and fears, 
And death itself shall die.’ 
Now I ask you seriously,Mr. Brown, wheth- 
er the meeting at Miss Little’s corresponded 
in any degree, with your announcement before 


the congregation? You said,they would retire 


for conversation, &c. But did you not know 
that no conversation would be held? If that 
was not duplicity and deception, I wish you 
would furnish me with aname. This simple 


‘ruth of the case is obvious. The practice of 


having the anzious rise in public to be prayed 
for, is getting unpopular. Hence the method 
is adopted to call them out of meeting, as a 
sort of pledge that they will be considered as 
inquirers, and to ascertain what the prospect is 


for making'proselytes, You knew there would 
be notime suitable for ‘conversation’ on the 


momentous subject of salvation; and that those 
little children and fearful youth, would be ne 


























better prepared to ask questions and receive 
answers, at.that time and place, than they 
would the moment aftér an earthquake, which 


had rocked the everlasting hills on their foum 
dations!”’ Re 
pp. 98—100 
These who want a feast of good natured, but argumen 
tive and puagent matter are reccommended to procure 
this work. PB. 


Aw wewent.—On a late tour I called ata 

stranger’s house to warm, andaccidenta!ly dr p- 
ped a pamphlet entitled, “Important questions 
with scripture answers.” A little child picking 
it up asked if 1 would give it to bim. His re 
quest was granted. The aged grandmother a 
‘limitarian 'ady, learning that religion was its 
itheme, adjusted her spectacles and commen- 
ced reading, but very soon cries out, “Mister! E 
perceive that this book teaches that all men will 
be saved.” Ah! Madam, and how did you 
discover that'?, “Why I seeit in the very first 
passage.” Then it seems the scriptures clearly 
teach Universalism. Messenger. 

Anecpo1e.—A Scotch parson, in his prayer, 
said ‘Laird bless the grand council, and parlia 
ment, ond grant they hang together.’ A coun- 
try fellow standing by, replied—*Yes, yes, with 
all my heait, an’ the sooner the better—and I’m 
sure itis the prayer of all good people.’ But 
friends,’ said the parson, I don’t mean as the 
fellow does, but pray that they may hang to- 
gether in accord and concord.’ ‘No matter 
what cord,’ replied the other, ‘so’ tis but a strong 
cord.’ Religious Inquirer. 

Mr. Joshua Reed, of Walpole, N. H. while hauk 
ing a large log »n a common sled, afew days since, 
with his son—on attempting to fasten the log which 
had slipped to the lower side of the sled, it rolled 
upon his body, nearly to his head, when his son, a 
taching a chair to it with a rolling hitch, drew it off 
with his oxen. Mr. R. was badly hurt, but is get~ 
ting well. 
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Original Communications. 


For the Watchman. 
CORRESPONDENCE. 
( Concluded.) 
To the same. 
Lennoxville Sept 24th 1832. 
Sir, as I promised in my letter of the 3lst 
ult. I now proceed to answer your remarks on 
my religious queries. I would observe that what- 
ever is true, can lose nothing by investigation. 
You consider my queries, ‘mere captious ques- 
tions.” In reply I would state, that I cannot 
see how a plain question, can with propriety be 
called a cavil. Believing that any system which 
contradicts the attributes of the deity, is talse, 1 
could not see how the doctrine of endless mise- 
ry could be reconciled with the attributes of our 
Heavenly Father, as you stated them. I think 
you saw the contradictions in your system, for 
you answered most of my queries by asking ques- 
tions, which are more evasions of the point at 
issue, i. e. can the doctrine of endless misery be 
reconciled with the attributes of the deity? By 
your own shewing, they are “‘captious questions,” 
for you say they are founded on the same prin- 
ciples of mine. However that may be, I hold 
myself in readiness to answer your questions, or 
any others you may propuse, on this subject, as 
soon as youwill answer mine. If you cannot 
answer my queries, and will acKnowledge it, I 
will then answer your questions to the best of 
my ability, and maintain my “hypothesis” which 
you discovered by the conclusions to which you 





. must have arrived, if you had answered my ques- 


tions without evasion. 
Concerning’ your statement about a hell being 


_Recessary to keep angels from rebelling, I can- 


not now quote your words verbatim ; but the idea 
conveyedjwas that “were it not for a hell, angels 
would rebel with impunity.” This in substance 
was what you told the congregation, whether 
you are confident of it or not. 

My second query youhave not attempted to 
answer in the form! proposed it, but have (af- 
ter directing me to search the scriptures,) quoted 
a passage from Mark, and say “Ifa hell where 
the fire never shall be quenched, is not an eter- 
nal hell, I do not know what to call it.” Here 


you do vot assent that there is an eternal hell,’ 


or that the scriptures reveal such a place, but ac- 
knowledge your ignorance of the meaning of this 
passage, unless it reads an “eternal hell.” That 
you are ignorant of the true meaning of this pas- 
sage is very evident, and I think it much safer 
for you to confess your ignorance than to risk 
the assertion that this passage affords any evi- 
dence of an eternal hell. It seems you inter be- 
cause the fire ‘never shall be quenched, it must 
necessarily burn eternally.” Here is only a 
matter ofinference! But let it be admitted that 
this is the fact, then it follows that every fire 
which “shall notbe quenched,” must be eternal 
fire, and if hell is an unquenchable fire, then 
every unquencheable fire must be a hell. Upon 
this system you can have a great variety of eter- 
nalhells! in Jer. XX11: 27th the Lord says, 
“Then will I kindle a fire in the gates thereof; 
and it shell devour the palaces of Jerusalem, 
and it shall not be quenched.” Is your hell lo- 
cated within the gates of Jerusalem’? Here is 
an unquencheable fire, but does it stili continue 
tovburn ? and will it burn eternally? or is your 
hell in the land of Idumea ? See Isaiah XXXIV 
frem 5th to 10th verses inclusive. Here is an- 
other fire which shall not be quenched! Here 
are many of the materials necessary to consti- 
tute an orthodox hell. Here are pitch, brim- 
stone, fire and smoke, that shall go up forever. 
But as we are not informed there are never dy- 
ing worms in this place : you may be under the 
necessity of placing your hell near the moun- 
tain of Jerusalem, where the congregated nations 
shall look upon the carcases of the men that have 
transgressed! “where their worm shall not die, 
neither shall their fire be quenched,” and they 
shall be an. abhorring to all flesh (Isaiah 46 : 24) 

Now will you contend, that because it was 
said that the above mentioned fires shall not be 
quenched, that they were inthe unseen world ; 
or that they will burn eternally? If{these fires 
that never should be quenched, werein this world, 











and have ceased to burn long since, it devolves 
upon you, to show that the fire of hell, that nev- 
er shall be quenched is in the unseen world.— 
But can you do this? or can you show why one 
unquencheable fire, may not as well become ex- 
tinct as another. It is certain one of the fires 
to which I have referred you, was near the gates 
of Jerusalem ; and it is equally certain, the val- 
ley of Hinnom, or Gehenna, was near the south 
gates of Jerusalem, Gehenna is the word transla- 
ted hell in the passage you quote,(see Adam Clark 
on Matthew V. 22) Our Saviour told his belov- 
ed disciple, it would be better for him to enter 
into live maimed,than having two hands to be cast 
into Gehenna, into the fire which never should 
be quenched; where criminals were burnt, and 
where a constant fire was kept up to burn the 
filth of the city. And where during the seige 
of Jerusalem the dead bodies of the jews were 
piled up by thousands. But did Christ say that 
this hell was but an emblem of a hell in the in- 
visible world where a large portion of the human 
family sheuld suffer endless unmerciful punish- 
ment? The evidence you have adduced I think 
is not to your purpose. Of this you appear 
sensible. Had you thought direct proof, could 
be found ofa hell in the unseen state, you would 
not have been under the necessity, of bringing 
the sin of blasphemy against the Holy Ghost to 
your aid, a passage in which the translation is 
disputed by Orthodox commentators of the high- 
est standing. But you bring this passage as an 
“equivalent” for your hell. This is the first 
time I ever heard of an “equivalent” for an or- 
thodox hell ! 

’ You ask “can a man bein danger of that 
which does not exist? nor ever will exist? 
I answer be can, with as much propriety as he 
can be said to bein danger of that which will 
positively come upon him. But in this passage 
there is not a word said about hell, or unquench- 
able fire. Sbould you still be disposed to prove 
the doctrine you have advanced ; from this text, 
state your views of it fairly, and I will give them 
all due attention ! 

In answer to my question, if God knew that 
by creating man he would be endlessly misera- 
ble, did he not make him for that purpose? You 
ask in the real yankee style several questions ; 
and in conclusion, you say, the same _ principles 
are involyedin your questions that are involved 
in mine. This is not the fact, unless it can be 
proved that the endless misery of a part of the 
human family, is fur the best good of the whole, 
or that natural, Physical, and moral evil, every 
thing considered, were not essential in the ori- 
ginal and grand scheme of creation. YT admit 
that sin, and misery are wisely connected in the 
Divine economy, and that misery will exist so 
long as sin exists. Now before your system of 
equivocation will involve me inany difficulty, you 
must prove that limited evil, and limited mise- 
ry, will not result in the good of mankind. And 
before you take it for granted, that misery will 
exist in the immortal constitution, you must 

rove that sin will exist there, which I deny. 

f God overrules all things, and renders both 
moral evil,and temporal sufferings,subservient to 
his will, and finally productive of happiness, he 
is not that tyrannical being which you suppose, 
but if they result in the final and eternal misery, 
of even a single individual, when he could pre- 
vent it, he is that tyrant you describe, for an in- 
finite evil being, could not treat creatures any 
worse, than to create, and place them in a situ- 
ation where it was certain they would render 
themselves eteraally miserable. 

Concertiing your quotation, you say, “If"fyou 
nade it as a passage of scripture you were mis- 
taken; but if as a statement, you can maintain 
the truth of it,” Thisis a plain and unequivocal 
statement, and I hope you will gird yourself to 
the task, for I think you will find it hard. 

You say, you can pray in faith for all men, 
that is believing that all may be saved, and more- 
over that all will be saved, who perform the 
conditions on which salvation is offered. Very 
well, you pray that all men may comply with 
these conditions, which amounts to the same 
thing. When you pray that all may perform 
the conditions, of the Gospel, do you pray in 


and Chronicte. a 


faith? Remember that whatsoever is not of 
faith is sin. 

You say you cannot pray in faith that all 
may be infallibly saved. Well Sir, I can, for I 
do not believe any one will be fallibly saved. 
“Neither do” you believe the scriptures require 
sucha prayer. Now my bible teaches me, that 
God, wills the salvation of all men. 
Saviour has taught me to pray for God’s will te 
be done. Moreoverhe has commanded me to 
pray in faith, which I can do, for I believe with- 
out the least doubt that God’s will, will be done. 

In closing this letter 1 would observe that I 
should have written sooner had not sickness pre- 
vented. I remain yours &c. 

JOSEPH BAKER. 

Rey. J. Ler. 


ON THE DUTY OF WOMEN.—.No, 2. 

In the hope of attracting the attention of my 
female readers to the study of the scriptures as 
the best guide of rule of practice, as well as faith, 
I again address a few remarks to them. 

Let us take a view of the examples of females 
found in the New Testament, and endeavor te 
profit thereby. Let us first notice the example 
of the Prophetess recorded in the 2nd chapter of 
Luke. She was a strict observer of the customs 
at the temple, and when the infant Messiah was 
by his parents brought to Jerusalem to present 
him to the Lord, according f the cust: m of the 
Law, she gave thanks to the Lord, and spake of 
him to all them that locked for redemption in: 
Jerusalem. We have abundant proof that wo- 
men were the subjeets of Christs mercy. They 
were not only healed of their infirmities, but 
through faith in his name received the fergivness. 
of sins. Those women who became acquainted 
with the salvation of God through Christ, were 
officious in acts of kindness and humanity tow- 
ards his person. In order tu profit by this bis- 
tory, let us bear in mind that inasmuch as we de 





informed by the sacred historian, that women 
went to see Jesus laid in the sepulchre, and that 
very early in the morning, on the first day of the 
week, they came to annoiut the body of him who 
by the power of God was preserved from cor- 
ruption. Women were first made acquainted 
with the truth that Christ had risen from the 
dead, and first proclaimed this heart cheering 
news. And why may it not be equally becoming 
females at the présent day, to inform others that 
they have found him of whom Moses and the 

ophets did write? Those by whom the truth 
is Considered as an idle tale, may, like the apos- 
tles, be cor.vinced, and be willing both to labor 
and suffer reproach for trusting in the living 
God as the Saviour of all men, especially of them 
that believe. 

I would entreat you to turn to the account of 
Christ’s conversing with the woman of Samaria 
at Jacob’s well. How full of instruction is that 
artless story. ‘The women is there instructed to 
believe in Christ, as the Messiah who was expec- 
ted by her own nation. She felt reproved for 
living in violation of the law, and was thereby 
convinced that he was a prophet. She was 
taught by this heavenly Messenger to believe in 
God as a spirit, and undoubtedly she embraced 
those truths which were like a well of water 
springing up into everlasting life. And this had 
an effect upon her conduct? She left her usual 
occupation to call on others, to make themselves 
acquainted with Christ the Saviour of the world. 

We have abundant evidence that those whe 
believed that Jesus was the Christ in that early 
age of Christianity, believed him to be the son of 
God, and embraced the heart cheering truth that 
he would “save his people from their sins,” or 
in other words, that “through death he would 
destroy him who had the power of death, and 
deliver those who through fear of death were all 
their life-time subject to bondage.” Those whe 
believed in the resurrection of Christ, believed 
in the resurrection of the world—that all who 
had borne the image of the earthly, would alse 
bear the image of the heavenly. If the gospel 
of the grace of God, which is glad tidings of 
great joy to all people, was better understood by 
females at the present day, I trust we should not 





be so frequently saluted with the wailings of 
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such, who, in a state of insanity, are despairing 
ofthe mercy of Heaven. Let us, therefore, who 
have been made acquainted with the precious 
trath that God is unchangeably good unto all, 
endeavor to make known his character to others 
as we have the ability. 

I shall take the liberty in my next of suggest- 
ing to those of my own sex, the way and manner 
in which they can be instrumental in promoting 
the cause of truth. M. B.C. 








From the Christian Intelligencer. 
RELIGION IN PENOBSCOT. 

Two weeks ago we gave the substance of an 
official account of “the State of Religion,” id est, 
of orthodoxy, in Cumberland County, by which 

it appeared that since the excitement produced 
by extra operations in 1831, that cause has la- 
mentably relapsed in that County. The view 
therein given, we suspect is but a sample of 
things all over the State. We have now before 
us the Report of the Penobscot County Confer- 
ence, held last month in Brownville, “fon the 
State of Religion,” to which we shall more par- 
ticularly refer direetly. We must first make a 
remark on the practice of these bodies always 
considering the condition of their churches, as 
the State of Religion, in general terms, without 
qualification, throughout the Counties;—as if 
there was no “religion” but in their ranks—a 
modest assumption, truly, but very much in char- 
acter. For ourselves, we greatly doubt whether 
a view of orthodex Churches exhibits a full ac- 
count of the state of religion in any section. It 
so happens, there is some religion out of their 
churches, and which these Reports never take 
inte the account. 

The following embrace the principle facts in 
relation to every orthodox church ia Penobscot 
County, from which it will be seen “religion” is 
in a low estate in that part of our Commonwealth. 
The truth is, orthodoxy is running down, and U- 
niversalism running up; at the same time genu- 
ine religion is increasing,—as might be expected. 

The report from Dizmont church entains 
nothing of ‘specia! interest. This church en- 
joyed but little preaching during the year, and 
contains but 2 male members. 

Church in Hampden. Since the dismissal of 
their pastor, the Rev. Professor Bond of Bangor 
Theological Seminary has supplied them with 

preaching a part of the time. 

No account of success. 

First Church in Brewer. At the commence- 
ment of the year, this church enjoyed an inter- 
esting season as the result of a protracted meet- 
ing. Christians appeared engaged for a season. 
Several persons were awakened, and a few cases 
of hopeful conversion occurred. One thing, 
however, was observable during the attention. 
Very few of the church seemed to pray as though 
they had a burden to the throne of grace, and 
that burden was the deliverance of souls from death. 


ligion here the past year. 

Church in Lincoln. This is a feeble church, 
struggling to obtain a small share of a preached 
gospel. 

Church in Burlington, formerly called Pas- 
sadumkeag. This is an interesting field of labor. 
It is a growing place. No other denominatipn in 
town, and all the Society live near the place of 
worship. Intemperance has been a sore evil here 
as well as in many other places. 

Mark a word. Orthodoxy has full sweep in 
this little town; there is no other denomination 
in the place. As the consequence (for so we 
have a right to infer,) intemperance prevails a- 
larmingly amongst the orthodox people—so much 
so as to be peculiarly ‘a sore evil.” 

Church in Sangerville. This is a scattered 
church and society. ‘The meetings on the Sab- 
bath are held statedly in three different places, 
and occasionally in two others. 

No encouraging statements to make. The 
cause of Temperance is said to be flourishing ; 
probably because there are many Universalists 
in town, and the cause of orthodoxy is not “flour- 
ishing.” 

Church in Garland. Nothing of special inter- 
est. The state of religion is verylow. Preach- 
ing by our denomination only a small part of 
the year. 

Church in Exeter. 
preaching about 1-4 of the year. 
interesting has occurred. 

Church in Monson. The cause of temperance 
has advanced some in this place. 

Not a word about “the Church.” 

Church in Brownville. The state of religion 
here is low. 

Church in Williamsburg. The state of reli- 
gion here the latter part of the year has been 
quite interesting. Something of a revival has 
taken §place. Siz persons have been hopefully 
converted! This is the only Church connected 
with this Conference which reports any thing like 
a revival in progress. 

Church in Foxcroft. The general state of re- 
ligion has been interesting in this place the past 
year. The revival which commenced here in A- 
pril 1832, continued till sometime last summer. 
About 100 persons have become hopefully pious 
since the revival commenced. About 70 have 
made @ public profession of religion. Forty one 
have joined this church. : ; 

Church in Milo. No return. It is unknown, 
however to be in quite a feeble state. 

This makes the whole. In the whole County. 
nothing like a revival during the past year, ex- 
cept in Williamsburg, where six were drawn in- 
to the church. It should be noticed that the 
suecees in Foxcroft, relates to 1831—the year of 
violent efforts. 

The following is from the conclusion of the 
Report. 


This church has had 
Nothing very 





Most of those who were awakened, seemed to 
lese their convictions and return to their former | 
state. 

Second Church in Brewer. The last annual ; 
meeting of this Conference was held in this! 
place, and was followed by something quite en- 
couraging to the cause of religion. Several cases 
of awakening and hopeful conversion occurred. 
But after a time the attention subsided, and the 
Intter part of the year has not been marked with 
anv thing specially interesting. 

£irst Church in Bangor. This is a large and 
wealthy church, and connected with it is a large 
and flourishing society. They have the means 
of doing great good, and judging from what they 
have done for the cause of Zion, it may not be 
improper to say that many of them have a dispo- 
sition todo good. It is seen by the “tabular 
view” that the sum of $2,529,80 has been raised 
in this church and society, the. past year, for be- 
nevolent purposes. This sum has been paid. It 
includes no subscription which remains unpaid. 
About seven-eighths of this sum was given by the 
church. Notwithstanding so much has been 


raised here for benevolent objects, it is thought 
by persons deeply concerned in their prosperity 
and welfare, that if they were to give $5,000 a 
year, the Lord would not be offended. 

No special attention to re- 





Church in Orono. 


In taking a general survey of all the Churches 
and Stations connected with this Conference, we 
find that there are sixteen churches, and all ex- 
cept one, have made their returns. Eight of 
these churches have pastors, and one other has a 
constant supply of pastoral labors. One minis- 
ter has been settled, and one dismissed. Only 
4 or 5 churches have had preaching all the year. 
These are Bangor, Ist and 2d Brewer, Orono, 
and perhaps Monson. Most others a part,ef the 
time, though somejhave had very little. Only 


4 churches have meeting-houses at their disposal. 


These are Bangor, Ist «nd 2d Brewer, and Mon- 
sen. The church in Hampden owns only a part 
ofthe house. There have been 77 additions and 
17 removals, giving a gain of 60 members to the 
churches. The whole number of church mem- 
bers is 844. About 2-3ds are females. About 
1-4 of the whole are under 30 years of age. Only 
1-4th of these are males. 

So then, there are, in all Penobscot County, 


but about 282 orthodox males, including Bangor. 
Dr. Ely’s “halfa million orthodox voters” will 
“come up missing” at this rate. 


Int. 





From the Rveivalist. 
Details of the Life of an Editor, 
Every thing pertaining to this world is deeep- 


tious; and, perhaps nothing is more so than the 
life of an editor. 


When viewed in his chair, re- 


tired from the world, seated by a quiet fire, suf- 
rounded by papers, which he can pursue at leis 

ure, that spread before him the map of almost 
the entire globe, he looks indeed like a happy 
man. Should he not be in the humor of reading 
the news of the day, he can tura to his numer- 
ous anonymous correspondents, some of whom 
have furnished rather a mixture of trash and treas- 
ure, and amuse himself by comparing their ef- 
forts, and determining their destinies. As the 
eye glances over the different pieces, it meets 
with expressions like the following :—-‘Your 
most excellent paper’’—your paper is read with 
much interest in my neighborhood”—your useful 
periodical will certainly gain a wide circulation” 
—*“your labors I hope will be blessed, and your 
paper generally patronized.”—In addition to all 
these expressions of approbation and encourage- 
ment, the mind of the editor recurs to many ver- 
bal promises to advance the interests of this excel- 
lent paper, and pledges remaining unredeemed, 
which, if not forgotten, will still enlarge the lim- 
its of his brightening prospects. He is an odd 
kind of fellow indeed, who cannot be happy un- 
der such circumstances as these. Abstracted 
from noise and bustle; every mail bringing him 
the good wishes of his friends, some of whom are 
almost ready to serve him in deed as well! as in 
word, and hundreds and thousands anxiously 
waiting to receive his most excellent paper. Sure- 
ly an editor must be a happy man. 

But reader, desirable as the life of an editor 
may appear, we nuust tell you they have their 
difficulties as well as other men. It is uniform- 
ly their misfortune to be poor, and if you never 
experienced it, you have heard others say, that 
poverty is attended with many inconveniences. 
We have rarely known an editor who was not 
insolvent. Their reputation, their time and ca- 
pacity, all belong to the public, and over which 
they have but little control. Their money if 
they own any, is generally in the hands of kind 
readers of their excellent paper, and it is almost 
worth it to screw it out of them; and even when 
they get it, the hands of creditors are waiting to 
receive it. So the poor editor has neither time 
nor money at command; and he is sometimes 
put to his very wits’ end to keep his poverty con- 
cealed. 

His friends, teo, are generally disposed to re- 
tind him of the many. errors, disappointments, 
&c. which come vnder their notice, when but 
few, if any of them, should be attributed to his 
mismanagement. Their paper is irregular in 
its arrival (though perhaps a new one always 
reaches its place of destination before the old 
one is read by all the family,) and when they 
get it, some words are spelled incorrectly, in 
others the tail of a letter is turned—the wrong 
way. 

Bills are sent vut for collection, where the mo- 
ney has been sent to an agent, who kas forgot to 
remit it, or if it has been paid over, the clerk 
has not entered the proper credit. 

Other good friends have spent five [minutes 
writing a peice for publication, which contained 
many words, but few ideas, and{mailed it without 
either transcribing it or paying its passage, and 
after waiting with a little impatience for some 
days to see how their five minutes labor would 
appear in print, to their great disappointment, 
they learned it was rejected. 

Others again have grown weary of hearing a- 
bout Temperance, Bible, Tract, Sabbath school, 
and Missionary Societies ;—revival intelligence, 
also, has ceased to interest them, and they must 
have something new, but inke care never to tax 
their own pens. All these things are set down 
to the poor editor’s charge, that we saw just new 
seated so quietly in his chair. 

But, reader, this is only the alphabet of his 
sufferings. Could you accompany bim to his of- 
fice, of many mansions, and behold, when he 
enters, every eye is turned upon him, while half 
a dozen tongues are crying copy, copy, as though 
they could never be satisfied. The poor man 
flies to their relief, and behold the mail bas not 
yet arrived, or, it failed to bring the papers for 
which he had been waiting, and now he must 
be choaked with the dust, while rumaging his 





old files for something to stop the mouths of bis 
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compositors. While in the act of retreating, for 
the purpose of enjoying a few moments repuse, 
one of his journeymen piucks him as he passes 
the door—“a little mouey, sir, if you please” — 
he turns to his purse, but finding its sides all 
caved in, he blushes, offers an apology, and 
makes another attempt to get away; but the 
foreman informs him that his stock of paper is 
just out and that his press must stop unless a 
new supply can be had. He now flies round, to 
see what can be done, and the first one he meets in 
the street, is a messenger from the country, who 
making a very polite bow, presents him with an 
account of two hundred dollars for office rent, 
requesting himto honor it immediately, He 
bites his lip with misery, and informs the servent 
that he will see his master in a fewdays. When 
he returns to the office to report the result of 
his efforts for paper, the clerk informs him that 
he has neither twine, ink nor quils, all of which 
he must have immediately. After disposing of 
this difficulty, and huping to enjoy a few minutes 
respite, he is met by thecarrier, who annunces 
that the office is without candles and soap. He 
quiets bim by informing him that he will attend 
to his case so soon as he writes a piece for the 
paper that will be wanted in a few minutes. 

This is a brief outline of the life of an editor. 
Reader,do you envy his station? If-he could 
only live without money, his condition would be 
somewhat tolerable ; bnt this he cannot do; or, 
at least, we have not yet learned the art of do- 
ing so;and, reader, if you will only pay what 
youowe us,we will make it our business for 
some time at least, to thank you. 

ApDENDA. 

Our brother editor has failed to add one ofthe 
worst miseries of au editor's life, which is, to be 
obliged to read and correct for the press, a piece 
of bad manuscript, miserably written with pale 
ink,and without regard to capital letters and 
punctuation. Mach of thiskind of labor we are 
destined to perform, and then when we have 
done our best to decipher some legal or clerical 
quail tracts we are Jectured for misprinting the 
communications of our friends. Were we to 
give half our correspondence as it is sent to us, 
we should never be forgiven by our communi- 
cative patrons. Ed. Phil. 
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We agree with the wiftér in opinion, that Christ could 
not have designed to teach the doctrine that the honest 
creditor must forgive or treely remit all just claims which 
he holds against his debtor, in order that he, himself, 
might secure the forgivness of God. This would violate 
another command, which is to “owe no man any thing,” 
and to ‘do unto others as we would be done by.”” Indeed 
such a tigid interpretation would break up the very foun- 
tain of justice between man and man, aud even attach 
the same unjust rule of action to God. Hence, as W. T. 
B. says, There must be asense in which the creditor 
forgives the debtor, although the latter might have dis- 
charged the obligations which he might have been un- 
der togthe former.” ‘And if so here, is it unfair to infer 
that thisis bis meaning generally when he uses the 
term?” As the writer requests the views of some one of 
the editors or correspondents of the Watchman on this 
subject, I have thought proper to submit the following 
hasty remarks upon the same. 

There is a difficulty in the common translation of the 
passage under consideration. When applied to God, as a 
rule of action in the moral government of his creatures, 
it graduates his actions by the conductof man. Thus, it 
we forgive, God will forgive; if we are unforgiving, he 
will be unforgiving ; if we love, he will love; if we hate, 
he will also hate. Now he commands us to love our 
enemies; to pray for them and forgive them. And inso 
doing, we are assured that we are his children, &c. and, 
consequently, that he loves his enemies. But it may be 
asked, has not Christ said, “If we forgive not men their 
tresspasses, neither will your heavenly Father forgive 
you your trespasses?”” Can this text imply that God vi- 
olates the rule which he has established, by which man- 
kind should be governed, viz. that they should love their 
enemies? Certainly not. The most that the passage 
meaus is, that while men possess a hostile, unforgiving 
spirit and disposition they do not enjoy in their minds the 
forgivness of God. That is, they are in a state of unre- 
conciliation to him, and are condemned by their own con- 
sciences and actions. But if they love their enemies 
they experience mental peace and forgivness. The text 
might therefore be rendered thus. Forgive us our debts 
as we should forgive our debtors. The passage was de- 
livered, by our Saviour, as a moral rule of conduct, which 
was not designed to subvert or overthrow the civil law, 
or equal rights. This wi!l be seen by the rendering of 
this text, in Luke Xf. 4. ‘And forgive us our sins; for 
we also forgive the trespasses of every one that is indebt- 
ed tous.” Here the words are rendered sins and tres- 
passes, which are in Matthew rendered ‘debts’ and ‘debt- 
ors.” Now is the honest creditor a sinner because he 
does not freely relinquish or remit all claims that he may 
hold against mankind? Or is the honest debtor a moral 
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Forgiveness. : 

I have seen in the 39th No. of the present Vol. a com- 
munication upon the subject that heads this article, sign- 
o4 W. T.B. He says, “It is well known, by the read- 
ova of the Watchman, that the believers in endless miser- 
y contend, that Christ died to take away merited pun- 
ishment from guilty sinners. It is likewise known, that 
Universalists, as a body, deny that the scriptures teach 
this doctrine, and maintain that Ged ‘will by no means 
clear the guilty; but will “reward every man accer- 
ding tohis works.” Yet some objections appear to rise 
against this opinion. He then states a case of debt and 
credit, by way of illustration, and thinks that we might, 
with as much propriety, talk ef forgiving an inhabitant 
ot Saturn as the man who had actually paid a demand 
which was justly due to his creditor. In this his views 
must be admitted to be correct, so tar as it respects the 
literal payment of an honest debt. 

He then admits that there is “abundant proof within 
the lids of the Bible, in favour of the doctrine, as held by 
Universalists,” that God “will by no means clear the 
guilty,” but will ‘render to every man according to his 
works.”” But the question, How is sin punished and for- 
given? is, to him, still involved in difficulty. A solution, 
he thinks. may be found in Mat. V1.9—13. ‘Furgive 
us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.” 

On this text he very justly remarks, ‘As this prayer 
was intended for universal application, the sentiment was 
«tended for the same. Did Jesus wish toinculcate the 
opinion, that every creditor was to receive (give) all that 
was due him, to his debtors? JIsit so understood at the 
present day? If any man will araue this construction, 
let his debtors put his faith to the test, and see how long 
it stands. Infact no person considers that idea as his 





meaning; and it that be not his views, there is evidently 
asense in which a creditor forgives a debtor, although 
the latter may have discharged all obligations which he 
might have been under to the former. 





tresp r because be :s unable to cancel a just demand ? 
The admission of such a thought, or rule of conduct, 
would be preposterous, and contrary to every idea that 
we have of the principles of moral equity and justice. 

All that our Saviour intended to convey in this petition 
was, that we should possessacharitable and forgiving 
spirit towards those who are under obligations to us, and 
even towards those who are our enemies, -By so doing 
we shall be like God, who is “kind to the unthankful,” 
‘‘who maketh his sun to rise on the evil and the good.” 
and who, although he ‘renders to every man according 
to his works,’ chastises all his wayward children that 
they might be ‘partakers of his holiness’ and ‘live.’ 

I am aware that W. T. B. may still say that the ques- 
tion remains unanswered, how the creditor can be said 
to forgive the debtor, after having received his full de- 
mand? He has admitted that there must be a ‘‘sense in 
which a creditor forgives a debtor, although the latter 
may have discharged the same.” This sense I will now 
endeavour to explain, not according to the ‘letter,’ but 
agreeable to the ‘spirit’ of the text. 1. The creditor, 
while using just and proper measures to obtain his de- 
mands, is not allotved, by the spirit of the gospel, to 
cherish any feelings of hatred, cruelty, or revenge tow- 
ards his debtor, althongh be should be ever so inimical 
and refractory in his conduct. In this sense he is to for- 
give him. So, although God rewards every man accor- 
ding to his works, and thus like the creditor exacts his 
demands. yet he does this in love, not hating his enemies, 
or any of the works of his hands. 2. The debtor, although 
required to payja just demand, is not allowed to cherish 
unkind feelings, towards the honest creditor; and, indeed, 
there can be no debts but honest ones, and no creditors, 
but honest creditors. In this sense the debtor forgives 
by being reconciled to his creditor, and feels forgiven 
by enjoying internal peace and satisfaction from having 
discharged an honest debt. He is forgiven in the sense 
that he is saved, (and these terms are sometimes conver- 
tible) from the fear of duns, sheriffs, prisons, &e. Thus 
the sinner by forsaking his sins and discharging the just 





him to ‘dojustly, love mercy, and walk humbly with his, — 
God,’ experiences forgivness by enjoying peace of con- 
science and reconciliation of mind, He is saved from the * 
fears of the law, which, like the creditors, says to all de- 
linquents, ‘pay me that thou owest.” The question which 
has been agitated so much of late, ‘How i: sin punished 
anil forgiven,’ may be answered iu a few words. So long 
as the sinner continues in the practice of sin he must suffer 
its consequences. When he forsake. his sins, by prac- 
tically ‘turning unto the Lurd®’ he finds by experience 
that God “will abundantly pardoy.”  Forgivness does 
not take place in the mind of Go: ; for if he remitted mer- 
ited punishment he would be changeable: but in the mind 
of the sinner, When he does right, by his conscience, 
he is justified ; when wrong, by it, condemned ; when 
he reforms, he is, by i*, forgiven. K. H. 

To the Rev, Mr. Spragae. 

In the Watchman of the 15th December last, a letter 
was inserted, signed by J. Eas'man of Union Village, 
which had reference toa certain wondertal story you 
related at a religious meeting in that vicinity concerning 
a man who was “dashed in twice ten thousand pieces” 
by the lightning. The fluid had an effect upon the man 
so contrary to the usual effects of lightning, that it was 
surely worthy of remark. The only way we can account 
for such a phenomenon in nature, is by considering the 
circumstances which caused the lightning ¢o .0 opperate. 
The man ‘challenged God Almigh’y to battle.” Hadit 
not been for this circumstance it wou!d have been reas- 
onable to suppose that the man coull have been gather- 
ed up, and put together by ana‘omists, so as lo have the 
appearance of a human corpse. Now Sir, it offen hap- 
pens that when men swerve from the truth i) relating 
stories, they get so far out of the way as to expose them- 
selves tothe ridicule and risibility of those who hear 
them. ‘Twice ten thousand atoms!” The man must 
have been made as fine as mince meat. Now Sir, did 
you ever hear of a man’s being dashed into atoms by the 
lightning previous to your relating this story?, You 
ought Sir, first to have ascertained by enquiry or by 
study, the effect which this fluid has upon animated mat+ 
ter. I would not at this time suggest any thing, or offer « 
any advice which would in the least afford you any en 
couragement to make another similar attempt to (rightem 
your congregation out of their senses, but I would mere- 
ly remark that did I consider it justifiable to lie, 1 would 
manufacture one which would have the semblance of 
truth. I would be careful—yes I would study in the 
first place, to say what would appear reasonable to my 
hearers, and within thé reach ofpossibilities, if not prod- 
abilities. 1 would be exeeedingly cautious to give them 
no chance for dispteving what I should say. I would 
omit names and places, and it possible would give them 
no opportunity to question me on the subject. 

Now Sir, in what language shall | express the extreme 
wickedness of which you have been guilty, if the state- 
ments of Messrs, Parmelee, Amsden, Eastman and Reyes, 
is correct? You are a professed minister of the gospel of 
Jesus Christ. You preach that all liars shall have their 
part in the lake which burneth with fire and brimstone. 
And you have told, at a religious meeting too, an abso- 
lute "! But, you may say, perhaps, that you ought 
to be heard in your own defence. 

This letter,Sir, is to inform you that the columns of the 
Watchman are at your service for this object. 1f you 
are innocent you ought to have an opportunity to prove 
yourself so. Ifflyou did not relate such a story, duty to 
yourself requires you to call upon Mr. Eastman in the 
columns of this paper to prove this assertion. If you did 
relate the story, the same duty to yourself requires that 
you prove than an occurrence transpired at Putney as 
you related, and that the man was so extremely wicked 
as to be anon conductor for the lightning, and the conse- 
quences follewed. 

Now Sir, I believe that men receive their punishment 
in this present state for lying, and if you are guilty is 
this case, this article if you read itfwill be like a lake of 
fire to you, or it will afford you the consolation that ea 
opportunity is offered you to prove yourself innocent. 

W. bell. 








Enlargement. 

The subscriber proposes to enlarge the next Volume 
of the Watchman, and publish it ina Fou1o ronm. His 
object is to present his readers with the same quantity of 
religious matter, and an additional quantity of foreign 
and domestic news, so as toaccommodate those who wish 
to take but one paper. Those favorably disposed will 
have the goodness to make it manifest by forwarding us 
our just dues and the names of new subscribers. The en- 
largement will depend greatly upon the exertions of our 
friends. The present Volume will close in five weeks. 


W. BELL. 





demands of God which lay against him, which require 
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“Universalist Biography.’ 

We learn by a recent number ot the ‘Trumpet,’ that 
thé. Editor, Br. Whittemore, is about to publish a series 
of works under the above title. He informs us, that “he 
bas found materials multiplying on his hands so fast, that 
it will be utterly impossible to comprise the whole im one 
volume.”, Among his biographical materials, he has 
the accounts of many eminent Universalists in Europe, 
which have never been published in this country. We 
doubt not this will be a highly interesting work. Ar- 
rangements are making to have the first namber appear 
We wish the Editor abundant success in 
the undertaking. F. 


“Christian Preacher.” 

The February number of this invaluable publication 
has been recdived at this office, containing two sermons ; 
—One by Br.'C. Gardner, of Lowell, Mass. entitled “ Sal- 
vation, how, and by whom effected.” The other by our 
highly respected By. 8. Brimblecom of Westbrook Maine, 
on the “Vature and requisitions of divine Justice.” We 
have perused these sermons with much satisfaction, and 
think the last, particularly, highly edifying. F- 








New Society. 

A Society of Universalists was organized in West 
Fairlee on Sunday evening last, to be known and 
distinguished by the name of the ‘‘First Universalist So- 
ciety in West Fairlee and Thetford,” Vt. The brethren 
in that vicinity have for a long time sitin darkness an 
the shadow of death, but they have determined in future 
to admit the light of the gospel into that region, that the 
people may have an opportunity of judging for them- 
selves,and comparing light with darkness, and truth with 
error. On Sunday last the Editor delivered two discour- 
sesin Thetford, before a very crowded Congregation. 
Our good natured orthodox and Methodist matrons 
“wondered where so many Universalisis came trom— 
Did’at know there were so many in the world.” 

“THE UNILVERSALIST.” 

This valuable publication has been transferred to Brs. 
8. & S. F: Streeter, who are now its sole proprietors, 
“&by whom it will hereafter be conducted.?This work,thus 
far, has sustained a high character for candor, ability and 
literary merit, and we doubt not, that in the hands of its 
present editors, it will sustain the high character among 
our religious periodicals which it has already acquired. 
We think it a publication, designed todo much good— 
to advance'the cause of truth in our country, and emin- 
ently calculated to promote charity in its readers, toward 
those who oppose themselyes. Heretofore it has been a 
work, which the most fastidious among us could not hes- 
itate to put into the hands of the most prejudiced an@ 

censorious of our opposers. May high heaven crown 


backside of the neck—parted the vertebra, and 
every thing else save the windpipe and some of the 
flesh upon the front side of the neck. The blow was 
immediately repeated, a little lower than the first, 


proceeded to an adjoining room, where were An- 

nis’ wile and mother—ignorant of the horrid event 

which had just taken place so near them. He com- 
menced a rangle with his sister—beat and abused 
her with foul language ; but the old lady interrupt- 
ed with so much vigor, that he desisted. She then 
went into the room where lay the murdered Annis, 
aad on rushing back, found fox had resumed his at- 
tack upon his sister. After a shortscuffle, Mrs. An- 
nis rushed out of a door, and fled for one of the 
neighbors—10U rods distant. Her fiendlike broth- 
er soon pursued, and on overtaking her, some 30 or 
40 rods from the house knocked her down with a 
large pistol and beat her head with it till she was 
dead. He then buried her body under the snow, by 
the side of the road,and fled. Soon after, a person 
passing in a sleigh, saw one ofthe murdered wo- 
man’s hands projecting above the snow — o# examin- 
ing he found the body and carried it to the house. 
An alarm was immediately given—neighbors assem- 
bled, and on hearing the recital of the old lady a 
search for the monster was commenced. In ashort 
time he was found ina barn, near by, hid in the hay, 
and when first discovered, was supposed to be dead 

But finding that his pulse beat as usual, they con- 
cluded his appearance was feigned—and carrying 
him in an apparently helpless state to the hou-e, he 
was,laid upon the floor with the two corpses,the room 
left, the door locked, and a person placed at the key 
hole to watch the movements of the pretended dead- 
man. Ina few minutes he arose trom the floor— 
tried to open the door, but finding it fast, pnt his 
eye to the key-hole to take an observation. Un meet- 
ing the eye of the person on the outside, he returned 
again to the floor, and resumed his position with the 
dead bodies, and his affected insensubility. A jury 
of inquest was held—and fox examined and bound 
over for trial at the next court at Haverhiil, on his 
way to jail his lips were unsealed. tie asked the 
officer if his sister was dead, and oa being told that 
she was, manifes.ed some angu.sh of heart. Annis 
he said ought to die, and he considered bis own life 
justly forfeited. It appears that Fox and h.s sister 
inherited about $500 each from their father—that 
she was much the oldest—and by marriage with 
Annis, would prevent hershare of the property from 
falling ultimately into his own hands, it is sup- 
posed that that consideration operated powerfully 
upon his mind, and was the principal inecative to 
oe opposition to the marriage, aad the outrage fol- 
owed. 








The annual election of state oilicers took place in 
New-Hampshire, on ‘Tuesday last. 


the labors ol our brethren with all the success _they-may |. he N. Y. Journal of Cowmerce says.it cost the 


desire and anticipate. 
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Shocking Accident.—Mr. Joel Thompson, of Pom- 
fret, who, for a number of years, has followed the 
business of teaming from this place te Boston, was 
found dead, under his sled last week, about a mile 
this side of Windsor village. He had started for 
New-Hampshire with a load of shingles, and was a- 
Jone at the time the fatal accident occured. It is 
supposed that he was standing upon the tongue, 
near the sled—that as the sled descended into a era- 
dle-hole, he fell forward upon the ground, between 
the horses, where he was caught under one of the 
runners—drawn along a few feet, till the sled pass- 
ed partly over his body, and caused immediate death. 
He was found by a persen passing in a sleigh—the 
horses had stopped, and the body of Mr. T. was un- 
der the middle of the runner. lying upon his face. 
The sled rested upon the middle part of his body— 
had crushed in his ribs, and life was extinct. 














Brora Monper.—We have heard of a transac- 
tion which took place in Lebanon, N. H. Some fif- 
teen miles distant, on Friday, last, which in a- 
trocity, exceeds every foul deed ever done in this 
vicinity at least. From a number of verbal accounts 
which have reached us, it appears that a Mr, Annis 


, anda Miss Fox intended marriage, very recently, 


a brother of the latter,, who was opposed to the 
match, told her, that if she married Mr.. A. he 
(Fox) would murder both of them: Last Sunday 
week, the parties, were married. On the Friday 


(or Saturday) following, while Mr. Annis was sit- 
ting alone at breakfast, Fox entered the room with 
an axe, and with one blow, nearly severed Annis? 
He struck. him upon the 


head from. his body! 





government $50 daily to run its eapress from Wash- 
ington to New York. 

The house of Mr. John Crane, of Montezuma, 
was burnt on the night of the 20th ult. and two chil- 
dren perished in the fiames. 

A hog has been sold in Ohio, for $250, It is three 
years old—is said to weigh 1400 pounds—is seven 
feet, six and a half inches. long from nose to the raot 
of his tail—circumference around the loins, seven 
feet, ten and a half inches—around the heart, seven 
feet—and around the neck, six feet, one inch. 

Kt is said that six tribes of Indians are forming a 
coalition upon the north-we-t frontier, to make war 
upon the whites in the spring. Old Hickory will 
take care of them. 

Friday the 5th of April, is appointed the annual 
Fast day in Connecticut. 

Lotteries have been abolished in Pennsylvania— 
they should be every where. 

‘The trial of Mr. Avery. which was to take place 
at Newport, last week, was deferred to an adjourned 
session of the court. 

The Congregationalists’ meeting-house, in Byfield 
Mass was burnt last week, supposed to have caught 
accidentally. 

It is stated as a fact that iron has risen in price in 
England, Russia and Sweden, in anticipation of 
large orders from the U.S. in consequence of the 
reduced duties under the new tariff. 

A Swede was found dead in. the forecastle of a 
vessel, at Boston, during the late cold weather, into 
which he entered the evening before, with a 6 ottle 
of brandy | 

A woman, who indulged in intoxication, was 
found frozen to death, ina back-yard in the city of 
New-York, week before last. 


From the N. H. Spectator. 
INEQUALITY. 
Messrs. Epirors. 
A circumstance transpired not long since, 





with about the same effect. Dropping the axe, Fox |), 


. — 7 ee , ? oR gos 223% <a 
viet ee ee Sia 2 RE OE ae a 


which as a publick grievance, ought tobe cot 
rected.” I take the liberty to forward you the 
particulars which you are at liberty to insert in 
your paper or not as you may deem most prop- 





r. 

A few Sabbaths ago, I was going to church. 
in your village, on the Croydon Turnpike, 
when passing the gate not a dozen miles north 
of your office, I was requested by a lad to pay 
my toll. I asked him if he took toll of those 
who were going to meeting. He said, “No 
sir: not if they were going to the Baptist mee- 
ting. Are yougoing there ?” I replied, No. 
I am going to the Universalist meeting. ‘Well 
then, you must pay toll, for father says s0.” 
be gave him my name, place and residence, 
and business, and told bim to inform his father 
that ifhe would give me the reason why one 
denomination were to go free, and another pay 
toll, [ would pay him mine also. 
| Now, Messrs. Editors, I would not injure 
the character of any min, but I would contend 
| for my own, and the rights of others, without 

regard to sectarian names,if | am correctly in- 
|formed the above is not the only instance of 
| the kind, but that hey are frequent. 

EQUAL RIGHTS. 








The Legislature of New Jersey have passed 

,@ bill for the erection of a new state prison; 

| and in order to furnish the necessary funds, a 

bill has been reported to create a lottery! This 

will not only furnish funds, but tenants for their 
prison. 


j ss 
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DIED, 
tn Bridgwater, on the Sth inst. of scarlet fever, Hannan L. 
THOMPSON, aged 2 years and two months, daughter of Capt. 
Barn.bas 'Taompson jr. 


S» fates the lovely blooming flower, 
Frail smiling solace of an hour; 

S» soon our transient comforts fly, 
AnJ pleasure only blooms to die. 





To this vain work! thou did’st enjoy, 
No pleasure pure without alloy ; 
Henceforth thy j ys will be complete, 
Then rest slear babe, thy rest is sweet. 








UNIVERSALIST BOOKS. 


gust received and for sale at this office, a tresh sup- 
ply of hooks among which are the tollowing,— 


Smith on Divine Govern-| Whittemore on the parables. 
ment. Winchester’s Dialogues.’ 

Murray’s life. Dean’s Lectures. 

Baliour’s first. Enquiry in-)Latest News from 3 Worlds, 
to the Scripttral import) “by R. Streeter. 
of the Greek and Hebrew |Consolatory views of Death— 
words translated hellin the, Hutchinson's Triumph. 
common English version.|Religious proscription. 

Do. reply to Professor Stew-|Dean’s 120 reasons for be- 
art. ing a Universalist. ; 
Do. Essays. B. Whittemore’s Review of 
Do. Second Enquiry. Mr. Fairchild’s Sermon 

Ballon’s select Sermons. on the Deity of Christ. 
Do. Notes’on the Parables. |S. & R. Streeter’s Hymn 
Do. Treative on the Atone-| Book. 

ment. W. Skinner’s four Sermons 
Letters to and from Messrs.| on the Doctrine of End- 

Ballou, Kneeland, Buck-| less. misery. 

minster and Walton. Whittemore’s 100 Argu- 
Whitman’s village Sermons.| ments in favor of Univer- 
Petitpierre on Divine Good-| ism. 

ness. Bell’s Letters to Clark. 

Together with a variety of Sermons on different sub- 
jects. Likewise a few dozen of the Vistror,—“Be- 
hold I bring you glad tidings of great joy which shall be 
unto all people.” 

Woodstock, March 1832. 


UNIVERSALIST BOOKS. 


qpae following general asso-tment of books have been. 
received and are now offered for sale by the sub-- 
scriber,—viz. 


Ballou on Atonement an Divine Good- 

















Do. on the Parables ness 
Do. Select Sermons Universal Damnation aad 
Do. Sermons on important Salvation 
Doctrinal subjects, Dean’s Lecturesin Defeace 
Balfour’s 1st Inquiry of the final Restoration 
Ancient History of Univer-jA series of Lettes in defence 
salism of Divine Revelation by 
Modern do do Rev. Hosea Ballou 
Winchchester’s Dialogues |Kneeland’s Lectures.on U- 
Whittemore’s Netes on the; niversal Benevolence 
Parables. quay Hymn. Book, be- 
Smith on Bivine Govern-' ing an exceHent collec. 
- ment tion of hymns for publie 
Life of Murray and private devotion: 
Also—A general assortment of Sermon’s and P: 
lets on important subjects; and. a correct portrait of the 
Rev. Hosea Ballou. 


Shoreham, Vt.. 





K. HAVEN... 
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Watchman, Repository and Chroniéle. 
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POETRY. 





HYMN. 
Sung at the Anniversary of the fatherless and wid- 
ow’s sociely— Boston. 
Worps sy S.F. SmirtH—Mcesic py Lowei Mason, 


When the cry of the fatherless child is heard 
From his poor and lowly dwelling, 

Let thy heart by his wailing complaint be stirred; 
By his voice of sorrow telling. 

Go and bind up the woes of the widow's breast, 
Burst the clouds that gather round her: 

Go and show her, that where she had hoped it least, 
Hath sweet mercy’s angel found her. 


« 


Oh! prepare thou a balm for the orphan’s grief! 
Go and cheer the mothers sadness; 

For the bungry and naked provide relief; 
For the weeping, songs of gladness. 


When she sits by the side of her fading coals, 
And her bades are round her quaking, 

Let her share inthe bounty that o’er thee rolls, 
And soothe thou her bosoin’s aching. 


Then, beyond the last pains of thy mortal strife, 
ill her ransomed spirits meet thee; 
And among the fair scenes of an endless life, 
Her own guardian she will greet thee. 


Oh! with gladness pursue the delightful way 
Of the Saviour, meek and lowly, 

And above, where no sorrowful thought can stay, 
Thou shalt be with all the holy. 


THE HUSBAND. 

The fond, protecting love of a devoted hus- 
band is like the tall and stately poplar,that rears 
its graceful foliage beside some happy cot, to 
which its leafy honors afford reviving shade; 
while its spreading branches shelter the melo- 
dious songsters of the verdant grove,who within 
its hallowed precincts nurture their callow brood 
unmolested by the wanton tyranny ef school 
boy pranks. 

Oh! ’tis the effulgent Egean shield, which 
casts far and wide its bright defensive rays a- 
round the timid, shrinking form of the best most 
tenderly beloved object of his warm heart’s pris- 
tine love and veneration. 

The hallowed affection of such a husband, 
is the far-off goal to which the adorine wife’s 
most ardent wishes fly, borne upon the strong, 
untiring pinion of woman’s faithful and unen- 
ding love. Cheered by the smile of such a 





| faultless being, the envious summer’s parching | 
heat, the ruthless winter’: pinching cold, to her | 
impart no pang: they pass unheeded by her | 
well-defended head, light as the fleecy cloud; | 
unregarded as zephyr’s balmy breath. Support- 
ed by his manly form, what sorrow can assail, 
what anxious care invade her bosom’s calm re- 
pose? Serene as the surface of the glassy lake, 
unruffled by the storm's rude blasts, her peace- 
ful hours speed on pleasure’s wing. 

How beautiful is such aman! How much 
more rare than beautiful! Oh! ’tis a sight that 
Angels might delight to fix their lingering gaze 
upon, lost in mute rapture and admiring awe. 
Mutually giving and receiving strength, the 
blissful pair tread life’s thorny path, on light 














There, beyond the last pains of thy mortal strife, 
Wil! the ransomed spirit meet thee; 


And, among the fair scenes of endless life 


Will the widow and fatherless greet thee. | 
BEAUTIFUL EXTRACT. | 

That individual whe enjoys his several sen-| 
ses, vigorous and unimpaired,has but poor con- 
ceptions ef the afflictions of those who cannot 
claim exemption from disordered or vitiated or- 
gans. The eye, the mirror of the emotions, 
which speak out fromthe heart with an elo- 
quence beyond the power of language to convey, 
and which reflects upon the mind the most ex- 
quisitely pleasurable sensations from external 
objects—how painfully this contrasts with sighi- 
les eye-balls imagining nothing but darkness 
spon the mind, and desolation to the senses. 
The tongue which utters what the feelings dic- 
tate and the heart inspires, which is persuasive- 
ly eloquent at one moment, and subduing and 
tranquilizing; at anether which elevates with 
jey to-day, thrillingly touches the heart and as- 


suages its grief te-morrow—how cheerless 


when its powers of utteranceare palsicd, and 
its capacities remain unknown and unapprecia- 
ted. What acloud of wretchedness it must 
throw around the mind to think that its brilliant 
emotions and vivid and glowing cenceptions 
are never to be communicated to others, or dis- 
clesed by that eloquent organ, thetengue. But 
the ear that hears,-when that is shut against 
all external tones and sensations; against the 
sympathy of friendship, the joy of social inter- 
course and the delights of melody and love— 
what a dreary waste—what a sad journey life 
must be to travel, with any of those senses im- 
paired, which steps freeintercourse with our 
fellow men, and mars the harmony and buoyan- 
cy of existence. Tobe shut out from the na- 
tural beauties of creation and the delights they 
afford, and to know of the existence of things 
eround us only by the touch or monitions of 
the ear—to be debared from “‘sweet converse”’ 
swith society andthe seothing blandishments 
and comforting sympathies it creates—to have 
portals of the soul closed to every tone which 
can elevate its aspirations and dispel its weary 
end saddening thoughts—to suffer all or any of 
these afflictive deprivations, is among the ma- 
ny causes which may make life cheerless and 
its path dark and desponding. He who posses- 








ges those glorious faculties unimpaired has no 
right to say this is a sad world, er mournfully 
think it « vale of tears. 


fantastic toe, gaily tripping on, unmindful of | 
all, of care, woe—his powerful arm each dan- | 
gerous briar removes; her delicate fingers 
present to his refreshed senses each beauteous 
flower that sheds its perfume on their illumina- 
ted way. 


Canvass.—Mr. Charles, Ware, lately attach- 
edtothe Charleston Navy Yard, and well 
known as an ingenious artizan, hes published 
the following estimate of the quantity of sail 
duck required for the making of one complete 
suit of sails, &c. for the U. S. ship Pennayl- 
vania, now building at Philadelphia. umber 
of Yards fer one set of sails, 18,341; Bags, 
Hammocks, Boat Sails, Awnings, &c. 14,624; 
Total 32,965 yards. The main topsail contains 
1531 yards. Size of shrouds 11 inches; main- 
stay 14 do.; mainmast, from step to fly pole, 
278 feet; main yard i110 do.; tepsail-yard 82; 
topgsillani-yard 52; royal yare %6; sheet anchor 
10,000 pounds; sheet cable 25 inches. 

U. 8. Mint.—The Report of the Director 
of this establishment for the year just ended, 
shows the coinage, during the year, of the eum 
of $3,401 ,055—consisting of 157.407 half ea- 
gles—“,400 quarter do —4,797,000 half dollars 
—320,000 quarter do—522,500 dimes—365, 
000 half do—and 2,352,000 cents. Of the 
gold coined, $80,000 were from Mexico, South 
Americaand the West Indies; $28,000 from 
Afric2; $678,000 from the gold region in our 
own country; and about $12,000 from sourcez 








not ascertained. Ofthe gold preduced in the 
United States $34000 came from Virginie; | 
458,000 from North Carolina; 45,000 from | 
South Carolina; 140,000 from Georgia; and 
1000 from Tennesse*. The quantity produced | 
in South Carolina was more than doubled with- 
in the last year; in North Carolina nearly 
doubled; in Virginia increased 30 per cent.; ia 
Georgia DIMINISHED 20 per cent. 





Folt’s Hotel in New York appears te ba an 
extraordinary affair. We find the following in 
the New-York Gazette— 

‘It has been opened scarcely a month, and 
he now dines overtwo hundred gentlemen at 
his ordinary, and at least two thousand in the 
various rooms, daily. His beds, amounting to 
near 250, have been several times completely 
filled. To supply his table, he purchases, be- 
sides large quantities of cut beef, a fat bullock 
every morning, with ether meats, poultry, fish, 
&e. in proportion. He roasts 700 lbs. of pre- 





Northampton Cowrier. 





visions at a time, the spit being turned by aa 


usin | . é 
engine. Our correspondent wishes that those, 
who have not yet paid Mr. Holt a visit, would, 


call and view for themselves one of the most ex- | ~~ 


traordinary hotels in the world.” 


Economy—TIf one fact is proved by the ex- 
perience of nations and ages, it is that literary 
and religious institutions, are the fonudations 
of national wealth, power, and general prosper- 
ity. There never was and never will be, an 
enlightened and religious community which 
was*not prosperous. In a community compos- 
ed wholly of enlightened Christians, poverty 
cannot exist.—And every nation and every 
comnitinity which has risen or fallen upon the 
earth, has been wealthy and prosperous, near- 
ly in proportion to their intelligence and vir- 
tue.— Family Lyceum. 


From Constantinople.—We learn by the ship 
American from Constantinople, that Captain 
Mathews, on going up the Archipelago in the 
middle of November, passed through the Egyp- 
tian fleet, consisting ef 25 sail in pursuit of the 
Turkish, consisting of 40. The latter came to 
anchor at the mouth of the Dardanelles, and il- 
luminated the whole squadron, presenting a sub- 
lime appearance. In consequence of the cow- 
ardice of the Turkish Admiral, he had been 
displaced, and the command given to the com- 
manding officer who fought the battle of Nav- 
arino. At the time of sailing ofthe American, 
9th December, it was reported and believed 
that 70,000 men had deserted the Turkish and 
joined the Egyptian standard; and it was the 
general opinion that unless the Grand Sultan 





| received assistance in men and money from the 


European Governments, he would be obliged 
to yield to the Pacha of Egypt and retire into 
Asia. 

About 500 men had been employed under 
Mr. Eckford at the Sultan’s navy yard. Mr, 
E. had raised the wages of the workmen from 
10 to 60 cents per diem, and his death caused 
deep sorrow among them. 


Mr. Eckford hac completed the buildiug of a 
splendid cutter for the Sultan, which outstrip- 


ped all the Turkish vesselsin sailing. He had 
at the time of his deceasejon the stocks a frig- 
ate and a smaller vessel for the navy of the 
Sultan. 

‘The splendid corvette in which Mr. Eckford 
sailed and which was built by him in this city 
in 1831, was sold to the Sultan for the eum of 
2,700,000 piastres, or about $140,090. This 


corvette was the fastest ship in the fleet, and 
was able to beat up the Dardanelles, while the 
reat of the squadroa were cbliged to be at cn- 
chor. There were left of the American work- 
men in the yard about 15 persons, who sailed 


hence with Captain Mathews. 

ir. Eckford’s illaesa was an inflamation of 
the brain, of a fortnight’s continuance. Capt. 
Mathews visited him immediately on his arri- 
val, at a period of stx days after his attack.— 
He was then supposed to be regzining his 
health, but aext morning he became delirious, — 
in which state he continued till his death,which 
was considered a public calamity by all elas- 
ses, The Sultan estimated his character ead 
talents so highly, that he frequently entered 
into familiar conversation with him, a conéss- 
cension which he extended to no other foreign- 
er io his dominions.—M. Y. Gaz. 
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